In the title compound, [Na(C 8 H 11 NO 3 P)(H 2 O) 3 ] n , the sodium cation is octahedrally coordinated by five water molecules and one O-bonded ethyl anilinophosphonate anion. Four of the water molecules bridge to adjacent sodium ions, resulting in an infinite chain of edge-sharing NaO 6 polyhedra. A network of N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds helps to stabilize the crystal structure.
Related literature
For the corresponding zinc complex, see : Fu & Chivers (2005) . For background, see: Cheetham et al. (1999) ; Andrianov et al. (1977) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Na(C 8 H 11 
Data collection
Siemens SMART CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Siemens, 1996) T min = 0. 
Table 2
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1994) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
oxynitrides are not well characterized (Fu et al., 2005) . As part of our investigation of these materials, the title compound, (I), was prepared and characterised.
The asymmetric unit of (I) is composed of three water molecules, one N-ethoxyphosphorl-phenyl-amide anion and one sodium cation (Fig. 1) . The central Na atom has a slightly distorted octahedral coordination mode with six oxygen atoms around it (Table 1) (14)Å is attributed to the P-OEt connection. The longer P-O distance is due to the influence of the -OEt group, according to the literature report (Andrianov et al.,1977) . The P-N bond length is 1.6612 (16) (Table 2) helps to establish the packing.
Experimental
A solution of NaOH (3 mmol) and [Et 2 NH 2 ][(EtO)PO 2 (C 6 H 5 NH)] (1 mmol) in 10 ml H 2 O was stirred for 21 h at room temperature. Colourless blocks of (I) were obtained after one week.
Refinement
The H atoms bonded to the O atoms of the water molecules were located in a difference map and refined with distance restraints of O-H = 0.85 (3) Å and isotropic displacement parameters. The other H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model approximation, with C-H = 0.93-0.97Å and with U iso (H)= 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. Atoms O5a and O6a are generated by the symmetry operations (-x, -y, 1-z) and (-x, 1/ 2+y, 3/2-z), respectively. Geometric parameters (Å, °) 
